
The Usefulness of Modern Biblical 
Research for the Orthodox Pastor



Introduction

• Biblical knowledge is a must or the Orthodox 
Pastor

• Biblical Research enriches the Pastoral Work

• Four main issues:
– Bible contains the essence of the Christian faith

– The interpretation of the Bible as key role of Priest

– Bible knowledge helps Orthodox to rediscover their 
theology

– Modern Biblical Sciences helps for dialog with the 
world



BIBLE IS THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
FAITH IT IS THE BACKBONE OF THE 
CHURCH



Bible as the backbone of the Church

• Orthodox agree on the normative value of 
Scripture (Breck 11). Scriptures are the backbone 
of tradition, which they nourish and sustain. 

• The Bible is the written source of revelation and 
the proof-text provider for every pastoral, 
liturgical, and dogmatic theory. 

• Orthodox theological curricula follow the trend of 
focusing more on dogmatic, historical and 
pastoral areas of theology than on the Biblical 
one



ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL ROLES OF 
PRIESTS AND PASTORS IS TO INTERPRET 
THE BIBLE



Jesus’ Baptism in Mark 1:9-11

• And it came about in those days that Jesus
came from Nazareth in Galilee, and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And
immediately coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens 1opening, and the Spirit like a
dove descending upon Him; 11 and a voice
came out of the heavens: a"Thou art My
beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased." (Mar
1:9 NAS)



Jesus’ Baptism in Mark 1:9-11

• TROPARION: When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in 
the Jordan the worship of the Trinity was made 
manifest! For the voice of the Father bare witness 
to Thee, calling Thee his Beloved Son. And the 
Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the 
truthfulness of his Word. O Christ our God, who 
hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened the 
world, glory to Thee

• the heavenly voice is actually a combined 
quotation of decisive OT texts (Ps 2:7and Is 42:1 )



Gospels as a Biography of Jesus

• Priest candidates feel shocked when they are told 
about some incongruities in the narratives or in the 
sayings. 

• They do not know the differences between the 
beatitudes in Luke and in Matthew or between the two 
versions of the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Questions such as the number of times that Jesus 
visited Jerusalem or the day on which the crucifixion 
took place - was it a Thursday or a Friday? Was it on 
Pascha day or the day before? – challenge the 
students’ own approach to the biblical text.



AGAINST RATIONAL OSTRACISM



Two Points of Views

• On the one hand, there are those who see in Tradition a 
pattern for openness and a source of inspiration and 
challenge that encourages the dialogue with modern 
theories and methods (Karavidopoulos, 118-119). 

• On the other hand, there are those who see Tradition as 
the only accurate and reliable source to consult, when it 
comes to investigating the meaning of any paragraph in the 
Bible.

• The latter understand the continuity of tradition only 
through ritualism and encourage the repetition of the 
sayings of the Fathers (Breck, 217-219), while the former 
add to the sacramental life of the Church, the personal and 
communitarian effort, as well as emphasizing the necessity 
of an open intellectual formation.



Canon 19 - Trullan Synod (AD 692)

“… If any controversy in regard to Scripture shall have
been raised, let them (those who preside over the
churches) not interpret it otherwise than as the lights and
doctors of the church in their writings have expounded it,
and in those let them glory rather than in composing
things out of their own heads, lest through their lack of
skill (avpo,rwj) they may have departed from what was
fitting. For through the doctrine of the aforesaid fathers,
the people coming to the knowledge of what is good and
desirable, as well as what is useless and to be rejected,
will remodel their life for the better, and not be led by
ignorance (a;gnoia).”
(Translation: www.newadvent.org).

http://www.newadvent.org/


Interpreting the canon critically

• Besides its zeal for providing salvation to the 
flock, the text denounces two weaknesses in the 
leaders of the church: lack of skill and ignorance, 
two qualities that are far away from the Fathers’ 
ones. 

• Therefore, when you read this text critically, you 
understand that true Orthodox tradition consists 
of avoiding lack of skill and ignorance, i.e. 
avoiding repetition and academic 
unproductiveness. 



DIALOG WITH CONTEMPORARY 
WORLD



• Biblical Criticism challenges other disciplines to find 
new ways of reading the Christian sources and of 
addressing the modern man. 

• Biblical Criticism opens new ways of dialogue with non 
Orthodox theologians on the basis of research and 
academic work. The biblical text is no longer bound to 
its history of reception in councils and dogmatic 
controversies, but it is read again in its own context of 
the biblical canon. 

• Biblical Criticism allows educated people to build their 
criteria to accept or to refuse new approaches and 
methods of reading the Bible. 



• Biblical Criticism follows the pattern of early Christian 
education based on the interpretation of the word of 
God using every tool available to examine the text in 
detail with careful and critical attention. 

• Biblical Criticism fosters creativity versus repetition and 
rigidity. 

• Biblical Criticism helps Orthodox Theology to come out 
of its shortcomings and deficiencies, when it tries to 
make itself understandable to the modern thought. 

• Biblical Criticism struggles against any policy of 
isolating Christians from society and from universal 
thinking. 



Conclusions

• Biblical studies are not an exclusive task of Protestantism. Modern Catholicism
understands this and has been working in this field for decades. Taking into
consideration the experience of these sister churches, Orthodox are aware that
exegesis requires training, not only for the researchers and teachers but also for
their receptors.

• If we aim to combine the application of modern sciences in theology with half the
commitment and the engagement that the Holy Fathers had in their work,
Orthodoxy will be able to contribute something to the post-modern world.

• In a world of crisis and perplexity, mankind needs new ways of thinking to solve
ethical, ecological and even economical problems. Orthodox theology needs to be
contextualized and oriented towards the necessities of mankind.

• Contextualization is the biggest challenge of the 21st century. There is a big
demand for a theology that responds to the parish requests and to the daily
fortunes and misfortunes of every Christian family and society in general. It is the
responsibility of local theologians, and therefore of local theological institutions to
develop a creative theology that would be able to answer to provide answers to
the challenges and the trends of today.
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